
Frankenmuth Parks and Recreation Commission meeting minutes 

Wednesday, August 25, 2021, 7:00pm 

Heritage Park- Nickless Pavilion 

 

Chair Ed Foltz called the meeting to order at 7:00pm and began with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Parks & Recreation Commission Members Present:  Tom Meyer, Tom Bierlein, Anne Webb, 

Joe Chowaniec, Mandy Lubaczewski, Ed Foltz, Jim Bickel, Aaron Lerash, Stella Grablick 

 

Parks & Recreation Commission Members Absent –Trisha Way 

 

Others Present in person: Daren Kaschinske, Janelle Compton, & Kellie Nichols (P&R staff), 

Bridget Smith (City Manager) 

 

Approval of Agenda –Moved by Chowaniec, supported by Lerash, to approve the August 

agenda as presented. Motion carried unanimously.  

 

Approval of July minutes – Moved by Bickel, supported by Bierlein, to approve the July 28, 

2021 minutes as presented. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Monthly Reports – 

Frankenmuth School District- Grablick reported that a new superintendent has started and  

construction is also moving along. Open houses for the schools are taking place and the School 

District needs bus drivers.  

 

Frankenmuth Township- Bierlein reported that the Frankenmuth Township Board does not 

have anything to report, but is moving ahead with the City on preliminary plans for a new Fire 

and Police station.  

 

Chamber of Commerce/CVB- No report 

 

City Council- Meyer reported that Council at 5 potential sites for a potential Fire and Police 

station. Meyer reported that the DDA continues to meet with a consultant about traffic 

management, including traffic with regards to emergency management planning. Meyer also 

reported that they met with MMR and response times are running long currently because of 

staffing issues.  

 

City Manager- Smith emailed a report out but also mentioned that Flint St. construction is 

behind schedule. The City is working with the Historical Association on the sale of the Mill, 

while working to ensure that it is preserved for the future, not necessarily sold to the highest 

bidder.  

 

Parks & Recreation Staff-  Nichols reported that Honey Fest went well and was well attended.  

Summer Music Fest was also well attended and went well. After Summer Music Fest, Mark 

Janson asked if he could go back to 2 weekends for Summer Music Fest in the future. Nichols 

informed the Commission that an event is already booked for the weekend after Music Fest in 

2022, but it may be possible for 2023. The next event in Kern Pavilion is Auto Fest, followed by 



Oktoberfest. Compton reported that a local girl made it to the Pitch Hit and Run Team 

Championship at Comerica Park. This is quite an accomplishment that she was one of only 3 

girls in her age group from the entire state, northern Ohio, and northern Indiana to make it to this 

level. Kaschinske reported that the Spray Park is running well and that the broken pipe will be 

fixed this fall after it is closed for the season.  Planning is taking place with Sister City 

Committee for landscaping improvements at the Rose Garden. Replacement of the pergola 

continues to be staff’s highest priority at that facility. The Frankenmuth Community Foundation 

has approved grant funding to hire a consultant to assist with preliminary planning of  non-

motorized pathways in the area. Lastly Kaschinske reported that Pioneer Fest was last weekend 

and that the museum reported that there was less than 200 people at the event. They were pleased 

with it and look to grow on it for the future.  

 

Update on Kern Pavilion Roof Project- Kaschinske and Nichols reported that Poellet 

Construction has begun replacing the translucent panels on the south side of the building. With 

the very high heat they have not been able to replace as many a day as they wanted but are 

moving along. Nichols also reported that at the end of Summer Music Fest, a spring broke on a 

large over head door in the building. We are currently waiting on repair contractor to get the 

spring in stock to fix the door.  

 

Discussion regarding Recovery Act project ideas- Smith distributed some written information 

and explained that the City has been allotted just over $500,000 of funding. Smith would like to 

see the City focus on the future unmet needs and use this funding to stimulate as many projects 

as possible. Smith asked the Commission to take a look at the list of ideas and share any other 

ideas they have.  

 

Discussion regarding Park Facility Rental Rates- Kaschinske reported that last month the 

commission approved a 4% increase for all park facility rental rates for 2022.  During the 

discussion, there was some desire to review the rental rates for Kern Pavilion and the relation of 

rates to each other (resident vs. non-resident).   Following the discussion, there was no proposal 

to make further modifications to the rate structure at this time. 

 

Approval of July 2021 financial reports –Moved by Lerash, supported by Bickel, to approve 

the July 2021 financial reports.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Commission Members Reports- Foltz welcomed Mandy Lubaczewski to the Commission. 

Foltz also asked about the plan for park encroachment issues and to see a plan to address that put 

in place for the future.   

 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:11pm. 

 

Janelle Compton 

Recording Secretary 

 

Submitted by: 

Jim Bickel 

Secretary 



 


